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I am not surprised at the reported treatment. The autho-
rities have got the chance of a lifetime. They would fain break
the proud Andhra spirit and brutally crush it for ever. I have
no Bardoli just now to present them with. But I urge them to be
patient, not to be angry nor to be cowed down. Let them
bear all the brutalities without harbouring ill will against the
wrong doer. He can take our possessions and our bodies. He can-
not take away our wills.
AFFLICTED ASSAM
The pages of Young India have contained much information
about repression in Assam. In my opinion Assam has undergone
perhaps the greatest suffering. It has no leader left worthy of the
name. Those who are left are working under extraordinary diffi-
culties. The following graphic description1 needs no embellishment.
The reader should reread with the above p. 105 Toung India
16th February. My advice to the workers that are left is, stop
for the time being all aggressive activities. Do the constructive
work with all your energy. If the spirit of violence has crept into
our ranks at all, drive it out. Hold your Congress office under the
beautiful trees of Assam. The storm will blow over in a moment,
if we shall be true to ourselves.
AJMER HIGH-HANDEDNESS
Pandit Gaurishanker Bhargav sends the following wire2 from
Delhi which speaks for itself:
Ajmcr news completely suppressed by local authorities, who have
censored all telegrams going and coming in names of local leaders. . . .
Ordinary telegrams of Provincial Congress going to districts in usual course
of business arc censored by the Commissioner. . . . The spirit in the begin-
ning was naturally violent, but thanks to the non-violence movement of
Mahatmaji and the good efforts of the local leaders . . . the entire masses
of town have shown great forbearance and complete self-control even under
greatest provocation. The other day a garden party was given by some
johukams3 to the retiring Commissioner Patterson in the name of citizens of
Ajmcr, The volunteers who went to impress the guests that the party was
not on behalf of the citizens were mercilessly caned by the Police Superin-
tendent, but all remained calm and quiet. If there were some stray examples
of Chauri Chaura, there are more examples of non-violence throughout the
1 Not reproduced here; it gave an account of the burning and looting of
Congress offices and of arbitrary sentences passed on volunteers.
2 Only excerpts reproduced here
3 Servile people